THE VOID TOWARD ITS 
SSTINATION... MARS! 


HELP...HELP... cuazos! 
BRING WATER... QUICK! 
id Aaa 


i 


% 
G4 


cee a 


if CJ 


WHAT AN ODD strucTuRe! 
JUST GLOWS BY ITSELF, 
YET I HAVE A FEELING 
WE'RE BEING STUDIED! 


THERE HE IS...MY RAYGUN 
WILL TEACH HIM HOW 70. 


} 
(GREET visiToRS!, 


LOOK AT THAT SCREEN, 


AND THE MARTIANG AT 


ve, OUR PLANET NAY SEEM] 


YES EARTHEN, NE MARTIANG FS YOU CALL US] [WE HAVE SEEN THE GREAT TROES 
HATE SCOUTED SouR PLANST FOR YEARS WITH 


‘YOUR PEOPLE HAVE MADE, 
WE HAVE ALSO SEEN THE GREAT 
DESTRUCTION YOUR WARS HAVE 
| CALSED. NOW THAT YOU HAVE 


INHOSPITABLE...70 US, IT IS HOME. 
WE DO NOT WANT EARTHMEN HERE. 
WE KNOW YOU HOLD HONOR HIGH. 
WE MUST HAVE YOUR WORD YOU 


WILL LEAVE IN YOUR SPACESHIP 
AND NEVER RETURN | 


(50, WE GAVE OUR WORDS. 
AFTER ALL THERES NOTHING 
| HERE WORTH THE COST AND, 


YOU'RE WRONG ON ALL 
‘COUNTS! WHILE YOU WERE GONE 
WE DISCOVERED URANIUM... 

TONS OF IT! WELL FILL UP THE 
SHIP AND COME BACK 


sinh ER 


DON'T BE FOOLS, MEN! WE CAME 
TO EXPLORE, NOTTO STEAL URANIUM! 


7 
"THE FORTUNE-MAD CREW, OISREGARDING ALL DOCG AND REDS: @ 
WARNINGS, FEVERISHLY MINE THE HUGE URANIUM DEPOSIT 
‘AND LOAD THEIR SPACE SHIP... SUDDENLY. 
WE CANT STOP THEM, 
RED. THEY WONT LISTEN 
"TOUS, THE FOOLS 


WITH HER NISSION ACCOMPLISHED, THE GREAT 
‘SPACESHIP ROCKETS BACK: EARTH. 


he suiel ARGUE...THES IS AN 
ORDER! 


‘SORRY, RED, BUT 75 BETTER FOR 
“TWO OF US TO GO RATHER, THAN THE 
WHOLE SHIPS COMPANY! 


‘THE FORCE OF THE SHIPS ACCELERATION, PLUS 

THE SPEED AND DIRECTION OF THE PLANETOD 

DRAW DOC AND RED INTO ITS GRAVITATIONAL 
PUL...THEY"FALLY TOWARD ITS RUGGED SURFACE [ge 


2 oo, RED! 

SS WERE LUCKY To LAND 

> SONA LEVEL SPOT. ie 
"ZUR HELMETS HAD BCEN 

“SMASHED ON A ROCK... 


[!Jusr uke LaNoeNs 
(ON A FEATHER BED! 
YOU ALL. RIGHT, 00C: 


[Bye cr one smcesn._ 


BY GEORGE! I BELIEVE, 
TTIS! COME ON... 


ING! BUT S VERY, VERY STRANGE! 


ITS, THE RUNG OFA Seve; 
BUILD 
HON coud ANYTHING tere TAKE A CLO 


(uP SOME WAY BEroRE 
LO0ES ALL HIS AIRL (>) 


! | & TAKE IT EASY, RED. 
QOH! ny HEAD! & TAKE IT EASY RED 


Arsene. 


((peconen on An UNCHARTED 
PLANET TWO EARTHEN FACE CERTAN 


THIS ATom isto. 2) 


OG, DO VOU STILL THINK THAT 


PLANETOD WAS ONCE PART OF A 
LOST PLANET? 


GIVING ME SOME 
OF YOUR AIR 
SAVED MY LIFE; 
boc! 


Y iwesue 
HADN'T SEEN CUR 
SIGNAL SHOT NEITHER. 
OF US WOULD HAVE: 


"ONE TINE, NO CRE KNOWS HOW MANY NILLONS OF YEARS 
2, THERE WAS A LARGE PLANET BETWEEN MARS AND 
JUPITER, PROBABLY INHABITED BY A HIGHLY ADVANCED 
CIVILIZATION! 


FANTASTIC REQ BUT NOT POSSIBLE. 
IHS CAVERN 1S ACTUALLY A VACUUM... 
THERES NOAR PRESSURE. THE 
GRAVITY 16 SO LIGHT THAT ECUAL 


FRoAA AL ORC" 
BANDON EACH OTHER. NOTICE THAT 


RADATION CERECTOR UP 
HIGH, ME CAN'T TAKE ANY 


on Te nano, "ceRES” 
Wo RD OISCOMER ARLET OF SCE SAPS 
(ies BROKEN ANON TE CIENT Runes Oe 
(NewLrA0ion DESTROYED MALLOUS OF ARS 
(neo BOC INTIS POS ECRY ON WOT 


GAT HAE CECE. gp 


“THE CHIEF OF TRANSPORTATION 


'AND RED... 
"THEY ARE 


‘CONTINUED HIS STARTUNG. 
MIGHT HIME HAPPENED HERE, 
000. YONVE GOT ME SAG GNA. AGD AK AK 
JANA BYR? ARTENNIENIG 
NSAOHA NORA SAAN.AUR, 
ANT AMATI HEMT GAADBA, OG 
SASF GT TWANG AREAL 
(TAWA Sa NTOHAO BAN WAM A 


THE OESTRUCTIVE MAGS 
PUSHING TOWARD 
THER DOOMED 
PueT! 


‘Venn enae 30.48 


"SOON, THE FIERY MENACE COULD BE SEEN WN 
THE SKY WITHOUT THEAID OF TELESODPES. 
IT MUST His BEEN AW AWE-NSPIRING SIGHT.. 


THE HIGH GOUNOL ATTEWPTED > REABSURE THE] 


Decovenne THE RUING OF A 
FLEET ON THE ASTEROD 
"CERES! TWO EARTHMEN IMAGINE 
WHAT MIGHT HAVE HAPPENED 


Tait WAS. TOO LATEL THE DOOMED PLANET ANO THE 
WANDERER FROM OUTER SPACE LEET OF WHAT MIGHT HAVE 
COULIDED! ONCE BEEN A GREAT CIVILIZAT 
ARE THOSE BROKEN AND TWiS' 
60 BITS OF METAL THAT WE 


EVERY THINGS 50 MINEDUE 
Zi 7 CAN'T MAKE 


‘AK! MADE CT! NOW WHAT 
THAT 


BP ir Is movin 

DS Tris way, reo... 
WE'VE GOT TO GET, 
AWAY FROM” oN 
HERE FAST! 


LOOK BEHINO YOU, 
BUT CONT STOP. 
KEEP MOVING! 


FoR QUICK 
GETAWAYS! 


Wit HAPPENED? THs ASTEROID 
LOOK BEHIND YOU, Doc! Be 1S TREMBLING LIKE A BOW OF JEUY! 
‘CAME T i 


[1 CAN ONLY GUBSS. THERE: 
Mie BEEN SOME 


HELP! ANDY! = can't Get © HOLD IT AWAY FROM YOU..TLLG [MAN ARE WEGLAD TOU AER rs VAL [AFTER A NUMBER OF TRIPS THE 
te 6 OFF ME! ESD GNEITA BLAST FROM THS € 2] ENTIRE FREIGHTER CREW WERE 


SIGNAL THE BAGE., 
MISSION COMPLETED 


é 
x 
[ANCTHER 208 OF THE SPACE GUARD 
WELL DONE 


Y AL STENZEL 


(THE MOON, TWo EARTH ECOLOGISTS* SEARCH | sxiMWNG LOW OVER THE GURFACE THEY SEE AN AMAZING SIGHT:..THE VALLEY FLOOR IS 
THE UNEXPLORED LUNAR RESIONG. POCK-MARKED WITH CRATERS OUT OF WHICH SNELL HUGE TRANSPARENT BUBBLES | 
INGIDE EACH BUBBLE CAN BE GEEN A THICK TANGLE OF PALE GREEN FOLIAGE 


“PLANT ECOLOGY: STUDY OF THB SPECIAL RELATONSHIP 
DETIGEN PANTS AND THER ENVIROMENT 


"W Discover IF THERE IG AXlY FORM OF LIFE 


IN AMAZEMENT THEY STARE ATONE OF THE SHIMMERING 
GLOBES. ITS COMPOSED CF A GELATINOUS SUBSTANCE, 
SECRETED BY THE PLANT, FORMING AN AIRTIGHT 
SHIELD WHICH PROTECTS THE PLANT FROM THE MCONES 


EXCLAIMS ONE, "REMINDS ME OF THE UTTLE 
TERRIFIC TEMPERATURE CHANGES...A REMARKABLE 


A LIVING ORGANISM IN ITS OWN BUBB: 


SPIDER ON EARTH THAT CARRIES [TS OWN 
EXAMPLE OF ADAPTATION TO ENVIRONMENT! 


BUBBLE OF AIR WITH IT UNDER WATER! 


HORRIFIED, HIS PARTNER DRAWS A KNIFE TO SAVE HIS 
UNFORTUNATE COMRADE. THE KEEN BLADE QUICKLY SLICES GREAT 
CHUNKS OUT OF THE GELATINOUS MASS. 


MATHER, 
UNBELIEVABLE TALE OF PLANT LIFE ON 
THE MOON. 


(CRATER WITH THE AD OF HIS PARTNER. 


SPEEDING THROUGH GPACE OH ITE WAY TO A 

DISTANT WORLD, A LECTURER GN BOARD A GIANT 

‘SPACELINER BREAKS THE MONOTDI/ OF THELONG 
VOYAGE WITH A MOTION PICTURE: S2IQW. 


[FON THE GAND DUNES OF KITTY HAWK, 
NORTH CAROUNA THEY MADE THEIR FIRST 
SUCCESAPUL GUDER FLIGHT” [OF MAKING A GLIDER THT COULD BE STEEREQ, 

10 THE NEXT YEAR AT KITTY HAWK. 


J TWo BROTHERS, NANED ORVILLE AND WILBUR. WRIGHT! WITH THE ADOTIONOF A MOVBBLE: TAIL 
BEGAN THE VOICE ON THE FILWS SOUND TRACK, WERE ‘THE GLIDER COULD BE STEERED D THE 
UNTIRING GLIDER ENTHUGIASTS. IN A.D. 1601..." RIGHT OR LEFT AT THE PLOTS WILL!” 


NOW THE BROTHERS DECIDED TD ATTED 
INSTALLING AN ENGINE AND A PROPE 
THEIR GUDER.. 


a AcANy WHER Sue Tey Bur 
THER FIRST GAS WiC MADE 
SUCH A ROBRING CLATTER, THER HELPER 


TNOW CAME THE GREAT TEST...ON THE MORNING OF 
(8.17, 1903, AGAIN AT KITTY HAWK, ORVILLE WRIGHT 
LAID HIMSELF FACE COWN ON THE LOWER. WING OF 


CHARLIE TAYLOR, RUSHED OUTSIDE! 


THEIR. FLYINGMACHINE.. AS THE THTY-HORSE~ 
POWER ENGINE ROARED, HiS BROTHER WILBUR, KICKED 
THE COCK FROWN FRONTOF THE SKIDS. 


SAND NANG FIRGT CONQUEST OF HEARN 
[AN ENGINE PROPELLED FLYINGMACHNE WAS 
MACE DISTANCE, 120 FT DURATION [2 SEIONDS!" 


DESIGNING A PROPELLER WAS A REAL PROBLEM. BUT 
ORVILLE, HAD ALREADY ADE A CRUDE WIND TUNNEL 

(THE FIRST EVER BUILT) AND BY TESTING MANY SMALL 
MODELS IN IT FINALLY CAMELP WITH A PROPELLER. 


WHICH DEVELOPED A SCREW EXRIOENCY OF 661” 


RISES FROMTHE SPACE TRAVELING AUDIENCE 


IN TREUTE 1 THE PONEERS OF AVIATION, 


(CRVILLE AND WILBER WRGHT! 


Opoeneo wo seancy THe wine + mr 
: FROM MIMAS, NHICH IS 15.000 MILES FROM THE (N/A HIDOEN VALLEY OF TITAN, THE 
(8 OF GATURN FORA SPACE-PRATES = y TH 
‘ si RAGED PLANET, THE SPACE GUARD ITER SEARCHES| | LARGEST OF SATURN MOONY THE. 
{AIR THE SPACE GUARD ROCKET-CUTTER | "Ee ADU TETHYS ANO DIONE. THEY NOHO 


YOAMBRIA” CIRCLES AROUND GATURW'S 
; EVIDENCE GF UFE ON AMY OF THESE SATBLITES.. 
SMALLEST AND NEAREST MOON, MIMAS | BUT 760, 000 MILES FROM SATURN... 


(ONLY 200 MILES W AMETER) 


SKIMMING LOW OVER TANS: 
RUGGED SURFACE THE CUTTER 
THROWS DOWN A HEAVY SMOKE 
‘SCREEN WHICH HIDES THE 
DESCENTOF A LANDING PARTY. | 


UPA STRANGE MACHINE NEAR WHERE THEY BELIEVE THE SPACE 
PIRATES ARE HIDING, THEN USING THEIR SHOULDER ROCKETS, THE 
LANOING PARTY: INTHE CLIFFS TD WATCH, 


“Ti85 TUR) OF EVENTS WAS SO UNEXPECTED THAT BEFORE HEneRY 
FROST COD GATHER HS WITS HE WES FORCED LEAD THE WY 
“TO THE STATIONS HUGE POWER PLANT. NICE, CNE.CF THE 


DOORS. 2 
HEARNE WEDENESM SIRE SUTS Went. 
‘SACO RUDE A PMN FORBD W HENS MIND 


[peer wc aooay SAN ADAL rao 
SENT ATERRIRC SURGE OF ELECTRICITY WD 
Wt ENCRNCUS S| 


i A 


if 
Lr 


(ON PHOBOS, THE NEAREST OF MARS'TWO MCONS, 
THE PROSPECTORS WHO HAD FIRST DISCOVERED 
THE URANIUM WATCH AB RIVAL SPACE. 


THER WSTRUMENTS REGISTER A HGH 
FRANTICALLY SCIENTISTS FROM MANY NATIONS ON EARTH SEARCH CONCENTRATCN OFORE AND THEN DAP ZERA 
‘THE SURFACE OF THE RED PLANET...BUTTONOAWAIL..NOTRACE THE URANIUM ISON PHOBOS, NOT HERE: 


(OF URANIUM CAN BE FOUND. ONEGROUP MTS UPON EXCLAIMS OX 
THE REASON, 


‘GHIPS FLAGH By. 


Pro ste Moons ReVOWE ARCUND 
“THE PLANET MARS, BACH ABOUT )i 
THE SIZE OF THE EARTHS MOON, 


DEMOS WOULD APPEAR JUST ASA BRIGHT. 
‘STAR FROM THE SURFACE OF MARS. 
PHOBOS, HOWEVER, 6 SO CLOSE THAT IT 
WOULD RISE EVERY 11 HOURS AND BE IN 
“THE MARTIAN SCY FOR 4 HOURS AND 
20 MINUTES EACH TIME! 


REACHING THE SHIP, THEY QUICKLY SETUP AN ELECTRO-BEAM 
AMPLIFIER WIRED THER SHIP'S POWERFUL GENERATOR, 
‘AND TRAINED ITON THE ORE... 


THE DANGEROUSLY UNSTABLE THERMIUM 


FROM ITS HOME BASE ON EARTH A HUGE DELTA WING ROCKETS 
"DWARD THE PRE-DETERMINED LOCATION OF THE SANCE STATION. 


1S IN CONTROL OF THE SHIP ALL DURING 
11S TAKEOFF. 


‘ATTWIS PON'S THE CREN IN THEIR SPACE SUITS BEGIN UNLOADING 
‘THE EQUIPMENT AND PRE-FABRICATED PARTS 7 CONSTRUCT 


NOW EQUALIZED EVERYTHING IS WEIGHTLESS AND THE HUGE 
PARTS ARE HANDLED WITH BAGE. 


EF CARRYING DELTA WINGS THE 
‘SPACE STATION BEGINS TO 


‘A CBSERUSTORY 


1B. HIGH POWER. TELESCOPE. MOUNTED 
‘QUISIDE ON REVOLVING TRACK, 


(C. COUNTER: WEIGHT 

1D. LABORATORIES AND WORKING SPACE. 

LOUNGE, DINING Room, KITCHEN. 
RECREATION SPACE 


Bsrro-scennsts seveve THAT Barone SPnCe TRAVEL CAN BEA 
PRACTICAL REALITY A STATON MUST BE BUILT IN SPACE REVALVNG 


soslAits . 


4, 


lsh 


e 
3 

ae {se 
weoterncneunce || 2 
: ls 

ie 

) I 

i 

pienso eal |e 
pellicle 
comers. |\m 
eerie ore) ts 
Soa eerosmane | |. 
rial 2 
A 


none May EARY SGENTTE ORE SONG METRES PAG 
BARTHVEN 


UNLOCK TERRESTRIAL. AND GTELLAR SECRETS WHICH HAVE BAFFLED 
‘SINCE THE BEGINNING OF TINE. 


BEGNIGE THERE IG NO KTHOSPHERS,, CLOUDS OR DUST 70 NTERFERE WITH 
“THEIR OBSERVATIONS, ME AGTRO-SCIENTISTS: ARE ABLE 70 PHOTOGRAPH PLANETS WHICH ARE HODEN FROM EARTH ASTRONOMERS ARE NOH 
‘THE HEAVENLY BODIES WITH EXCEPTIONAL CLARITY, REVEALED TO THE OBSERVERS ON THE SPACE GTATION. 


FAGY DBLTA-HING ROCKET SHPS GHUTIE BACK AO FORTH OM 
GoRCE STATION TD EARTH WITH GUPPLIES, RELIE® CRENG..AN. _ HOSTOP (TS PUBL. OVEROOMNG EARTHS PLL WHEN LAUNCHED INSPACE! 
07H tORK OF BULDNG Te SAP NEAR HESPICE STATON BEGINS A'SPHCE 
SUFTED WORRIEN AOSENOLE THE PREFABRICATED PARTS. 


THE ATOMIC. ‘ARE FIRED, SLOMLY.AT FIRST THESHIP 
BEGINS To MOVE. ORANGE FLAMES SPURT FROMTHE ROCKET ere spice. Al Cos he ithe Canesten 
"TUBES, GRADUALLY THE SPEED CREASES. RIVE DRS IT: CAND ON TE 


accrewes 
te - GRADUALLY THE SPEED SLONS DOWN 
THE FIRST EXPEDITION TO THE MOON HAS LEFT THE ANO'THE CREW, RELEASED FROM THE 
‘SPACE STATION ANDI GPEBDING THROUGH THE "TERRIFIC. FORWARD PRESSURE, CAN 
VOID 70 ITS TARGET AT NEARLY 20,000 MILES PER AGAIN MOVE ABOUT FREELY IN THEIR, 
HOUR ON PULL ATOMIC ROCKET POWER. Oe ane 


SEU EN EAE NC ROT RO. ‘HP CORBIS TOWARD THE MOON 
zat) 

be 
AINel) 


ay 
= 


re 


THEY SET THE POSITIONING FLYWHEELS IN MOTION 

THREE DAVS MORE ANDTHE SURFACE OF THE. | AMD THE SMPNAKESA COMPLETE TLMBLE® NOW. | ANDON A CUSHION OF ROCKET BLAGTE THE 

WOON LOONG AHEAD NEARLY FILLING THEIR. | (TIS FALLING TONARD THE MOONS SURFACE, ROCKET | SHIP SLOWLY SINKS OTHE MOON'S ROUGH 
ENTIRE HORIZON. NO) TUBES DOWN. CRATER-PITTED SURFACE. 


DONNING THEIR SPACE SUITS THE ADVENTURDUS CREW 

DESCEND TO THE MOONS DUSTY SURFACE. THEY FIRST 

SET UP A PRESSURIZED HUT TOSERVE AS A BASE 
FOR THEIR SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT. 


Duane THe moons pay 
(536 HOURS LONG) THE 
TENPERATURE REACHES 212 
DEGREES F...URING THENGHT 
OF 336 HOURS THE 
TENPERATURE DROPS 250 

DEGREES BELOW ZERO F.. 
TOTAL DAILY RANGE OF OVER, 
400 Desrees! 

 GRAVTIRTIONAL PULL ON 
THE MOON IB ONE-SUKTH THAT 
ON EARTH, SO HE SPACE SHIPS 
CREW MIST WALK CAREFULLY 
UNTIL THEY BECOME USED 
(DTH STRANGE FEELING 
OF “LIGHTNESS 


Bre sup Has LaNveD ON 
THE EDGE OF "MARE MUBILIM.” 


PITTED PLAN CAN BESEEN THE 
*LeIBNT2" MOUNTNNS. 
AGIGANTIC RANGE WHICH REACHES 
[39000 FEET INTO THE LUNAR SKY. 
INTHE MIDDLE DISTANCECAN BE 
‘SEEN THE GREAT CRATER. 
YeLAUS!, 150 MILES FROM RIN 
YO RIM! TO THE RIGHT BUT HIDDEN 
BY A LARGE ROCK FORMATION (S 
THE CRATER TYCHO! BOTH OF 
THESE CRATERS CAN BE SEEN 
FROM EARTH WITH JUSTA SMALL. 
TELESCOPE, 


SINCE THE MOON ALWAYS KEEPS THE SAME FACE 
TURNED TOWARD THE EARTH MAN HAG NEVER, 
OBSERVED ITS OTHERSIDE, NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
“THAT UNENOWN SIDE WiLL. BE EXPLORED AND MAPPED. 


[ALTHOUGH NO MEASURABLE AMOUNT OF OXYGEN HAS ee —I 
YET BEEN DETECTED ON MARS MOST SCIENTISTS. | jyaasioRSIT AROUND THESUN 1S MUCH 
BELIEVE THERE MUST BESOME. WE.DO KNOW ITS: : h 
AMOSPVERE CONTAINS CARBON Dione AND. | MORE ELLIPTEALTHAN GARTH. IT 
4 "WAKES TWO EARTH YEARS FOR MARS TO 
ASMALL AMOUNT OF WATERVAPOR. _} "REVOLVE ONCE AROUND THE SUN, 


1.1877 ASAPH HALL DISCOVERED THAT MARS HAD TWOTINY 

MOONS. PHHOB05, THE NEARER ONE ABOUT 3700 MLES DISTANT, 

‘AND DEIMOS; ABOUT 12,500 MILES DISTANT. EACH ARE ONLY 
107020 MILES IN DIAMETER. 


THE PLANET WHICH HE CALLED “CANALS! HE WAS SURE THE DARK AREAG WERE SEAS 
ANDTHE LIGHT ARERS CONTENTS. SINCE THEN OTHER ASTRONOMERS HAVE SEEN 
[THESE MARKINGS, AMONG THEM, DR. PERCIAL LOWELL OF THE LOWELL OBSERVATORY. 


\WEDO KNOW THAT MARE! POLAR CAPS INCREASE IN SIZE DURING ITS. 

HONEVER THESE SO CALLED CANALS HAVE NOT BEEN GEN BY ALL GBSERVERS| | WINTERS AND MELT CURING ITS SPRINGS WHEN STRANGE BLUE-GREEN. 

[MANY ABTRONOMERS TODAY OO NOT BELIEVE IN THE EXISTENCE OF THESE | | AREAG DEVELOP COVERING GREAT Aft PLANET. THEY TURNA 
CANAIS ATALL. PERHAPS WELLSOON KNOW. DEY-BROWN COLOR. DURING 


THERE 16 LIFE ON MARS IT MUST NECESSARILY BE HARDY. YETIAROUS FORMSF | | SOME DAY, INTHE NOT-T0O-DESTANT-FUTURE, SWIFT 
LIFE EXIST ON EARTH UNDER CONDITIONS NOLESS SEVERE. FOR EXAMPLE, MANY ROCKET SHIPS MAY CONQUER. SPACE ENABLING MAN TO 
PLANTS AND ANIMALS SURVIVE IN OUR AMERICAN DESERTS. DISCOVER MARS! SECRETE. 


eT Oe ae 
mere eM (numer nee 


Be provetien ey visit] ( Soran earTeRy Was 
avs iat EiecT A PoweneuL | \ Seeoveseo! “ee 
srteam OF craneeo rewencses. | Pome] 
Ons Wien WILL PROOUCE oa 
RopRUsT EQUAL 75 One 
HALE ile SPC OF Li 


THAT LARGE DISC (SHES A STRANGE LOOKIN 


1B THE ‘SOLAR TRAP RAFT BUT SHELL DO, WHAT A TAKE 
Lien Hits ris SETTER THAN THREE WOKILy THE MAGNET 
SURFACE AND 1S HUNDRED IMILLION MILES | GRAITY FIBLD' WORKED OR 
TREREPCRNED NTO A Pe HOUR IN OUTER WED ALL HAVE BEEN 
YONG WHICH IN BT SPACE. THIS TEST FLIGHT, CRUSHED 10 A PUL 
TURN PRODUCE THE WiLL PROVE 1 
| Rocker meusr fess 
"THROU ) wouowr ; 
THE JENS, BE PRACTICAL. 
WHERE THERES 


ANY 
/ATOSPHERE 
TO CAUSE 
FRICTION. 

Zs 


WE CAN'T USE 
FULL POWER ON THIS 
TRIAL RUN OR WED SHOOT 
OUT OF OUR BALAK 
WITHIN A FEW HOURS! 


Eee Ne Z. 
WERE STARTING =< 
"5 Son 


SEARCH FOR THE TROUBLE. EVERY MINUTE THE SHIP 
THOUSANDS OF MILES OFF COURSE 
OUNDIT!A a 
WIRE WAG JARRED LOOSE. 


Pal ceavity Figo! rr 


eh we" 


THE CRIPPLED SHIP, COMPLETELY OUT OF 
ICONTROL RUSHES OK! THROUGH THE VOID 
(OF QUTER SPACE. HER JETS ARE STILLED 
YET HER TERRIFIC MOMENTUM CARRIES 


HER ALONG AT AN UNBELIEVABLE SPEED! 


SP. 
CON 


I Takin OFF Feom 
( 


THE MOONS INTER: 
) STELLAR BAGE, DR. 
COSMOS AND His CREW 
200M TOWARD THE 
VAGT REACHES OF 
( ouTER SPACE IN THEIR 
}) NeW SOLAR-POWERED 


ALPHA CENTAUR 


TR TWENTY-YBAR ROUND TRIP I 

IT WAGN'T FOR THIS NEW SOLAR 

POWER MEN WOULD NEVER BE ABLE ) 
TO GET FURTHER THAN JUPTER! 


30 YOU THINK THERE ARE PLANETS 
REVOLVING AROUND THE SUN, ALPHA, 
CENTAURI, OR. COSMOS? = 
"THERE MUST BE! 
WHEN STARS ARE FORMED. 
THERE IS SURE 10 BE DEBRIG 
LEFT WHICH WOULD CONDENSE 
INTO PLANETS. " 


‘SURE THIS 


Bons Journey 
FIND 


PONEREUL TELESCOPIC: 
DISTORT THEM INTO Li 

GA WAS CONSTANTLY TAKING PHOTOS OF 
OOS SIAR TEES IN TE Coun: [A BRIDEE OF INCANDESCENT HYDROGEN. 


RIGHT! ALTHOUGH THIS SHIP 1S 
CAPABLE OF HALF THE SPEED OF 
UGHT IT WILL TAKE US BIGHT, 
YEARS 10 REACH OUR 
DESTINATION! ue 


SOLAR SYSTEM WELL| 
SET HER ON AUTOMATIC 
PILOT AND OPEN HER 

FULL THROTTLE! 


"ANOTHER WAS A PICTURE OF THE DOUBLE STAR, MRA, A 


7 THROUGH 
STEN! REF 


15 COMPANION, A WHITE 
‘S1ON 


[AS THE MONTHS 60 BY STILL OTHER 


copa Y youve aot 
g owe Y soumear 
Ne | Fe eet 


‘CHEER UP..ONLY SEVEN 
NORE YEARS AND WELL’ 
REACH ALPHA CENTAURI! 


VMfexe a-tee veae or. cosvos 
Avo He crew SPEED Ou 
SPACE On SHER SOLAR PONERED 

SPACE TOWED EAS 
Wea cosrel.anon Cotas 
Tee rlet years AWA 

opiéoenos ie envi A TALK 
Tie ORION OF 5 


DURING THE COURSE OF MILLIONS OF 
YEARS, THE PARTICLES MAKING UP THE 
[bust cidups. 


ATTAINED A DenlsiTy. 
GRAVITY TO TAKE EFFECT. 


ELAR SPACE CONTANS GIGANTIC 
‘ND GAS COMPOSED OF 
MOUNTS OF MICROSCOPIC MATERIAL 


STAR DUST HAS ALL OF THE 


50) ALL THE BILLIONS| 
OF SUNS MUST BE VERY SUNILAR TO 
N'SOLAR SYBTEM." 


THESE 

BUT BEING RELATIVELY SMALL THE HEAT FORMED 
BY THER CONTRACTION WOULD NOT BE SUFFICIENT 
"10 START THE NUCLEAR REACTIONS THAT MADE 
THE 


SEE ANYTHING! 
WHAT CAN. 
(TBE? 


‘STAND BY YOUR 
STON! 


THE HUGE BALANCING GYROSCOPES TURN THE SPACESHIP. 
END OVER END WHILE IN ULL PLIGHT SO THAT THE POWERRLL 


ISNLY DESOVERED PNET X" | [ THE PRE-ARRANGED LANDING PATTERN IS 
TURNS ON | | TAKEN OVER BY THE AUTOMATIC PILOT. 
(AS THE CHEN NENGERS LIS STRAPPED TO THER 
‘DECELERATION SAFETY BUNKS. 


THERES NOT 
ASIEN OF ANY, 


TVA FEW MINUTES THE HELICOPTER HAS 


WELL PUT ON OUR DIVING \ NOTICE SOMETHIN 
GEAR AND 60 BELOW THE ) FUNNY ABCUT 7 


"MILLIONS OF YEARS 
iso bURING THE DEVONIAN, 

PERIOD! We STILL FIND FOSSILIZED 
REMAINS IN LUMPS OF COAL! 


Was CLOSE! 
IAVIACKED GY A CREATUR 


BEEN EXTINCT HALE 
A BILLION YEARS! 


HOW CONE THOSE WELL, EITHER, 
ITIVE LIFE FORMS) HERE AT & MUL 


Fé HERE 
TISELE 70 CHANGES! /} 


preva coied 
ei) ETN WERE 

= Gone 70 FIN 
RPRIGES On 
THle PLANET. AND WE 
BETTER WAR EVERYONE 
To BE CONSTANTLY 

‘ON GUAR 


[any EPLORNG CHE Hes JU5T ReguRaiED | [NIGHT ON PLANET PROVES TOBE AV AWZING SIGHT. 
“THE SPACESHIP IN A SOLAR 

HELICOPTER AETER AN EICTING ADVENTURE 
WITH A GIANT NAUTILOID IN AN INLAND SEA. 


PTHATS ALPHA CENTAURI 
TTS A FIRST MAGNITUCE| 
‘STAR AND NEAR T YOU) 

CAN SEE 17S 


EE cOMPANON, BET, 
WHATS THAT 


Br.coswos ano nis SPACE CREW Have A 
LANDED On "PLANET K" WHICH 15 ONE OF A BRIGHT GLOW 1ueT 
NUMBER OF WORLDS REVOLVING AROUND | BELOW THEM 
"THE SUN *PROKIMAS IN THE, 
(CONSTELLATION "CENTAURUS" 


NEXT OA THE TWO NELOOPTER PLOTS Tare 
(OFF AGAIN TO FINDA NORE PLEAGANT BAGE 
FOR THE SPACESHIP. 

‘ONCE EVERY Ex 


REVOLVES AROUND J DR.COSNOS SAID WERE) LOVELY! TUBT LIKE 
NOT TO FOOL AROUND “THE NORTHWEST 

WITH THE LOGAL FAUNA. 

HEY, LOOK DOWN THERE! 


THATS A CLUSTER OF SOME) THE NIGHTS HERE ARE 
150,000 STARS CALLED _/CERTANLY LIGHT WITH ALL 
QHEGA CENTAURI...ALL “\THOSE BRIGHT STARS IN 
PART OF THE CONSTELLATION) "THE HEAVENS! WHAT A 
rpg, BEAUTIFUL SIGHT! EARTH 


YES) A DOUBLE STAR IN THESKY ADDS ALOT OF 


Ce 
‘SOME JOU 


UNG, BETTER. THAN 
THAT HOT DESERT. STILL, 
1L HAVE AN UCD FEELING, 
TVS LIKE WALKING ON-/ YEAH, 
br Jety. Feet IT. 


ef woriveid wort 


DR. COSMOS CALLE HIS CREW TOGETHER. 


"NEN, THSS PLANET RESEN BLES EARTH IN MANY 
WAYS BUT THERES NO TELLING WHAT WE MIGHT 


“THE MBI NO SOONER START ON THER VARIOUS 


LOOK OUT! THE GROUND 
‘SPLITTING CHER RIGHT IN FRONT 
(OF US! WE CANT MAKE 
THE SHIP! 


THREE POWERFUL QUAKES SHAE THE AREA 
BEFORE THE GROUND STOPS QUIVERING, THEN. 


"THE CREW SOON REPAIR THE SHIP AND THAT 
NIGHT DISCUSS THE SITUATION, 


AFRAID WELL FIND THC 
WHOLE SYSTEM PRETTY, 
=~ UNSTABLE BECALSE OF THE 
TU michry eetvrrarionat pus: 
11S SUBJECTED 70 


COSWOS! SOLAR: POWERED HELICOPTER. AGAIN TES 
FROM TE G26 ON PLANET x IN THE CONSTELLATION 
(CENTAURUS FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION. 


(fs I eect 


PA | hut ee rovios Fe 
[eters Ry Oves FORA 
‘Loser (20x 


HEY! TWOss MENT wiRbs..\h Terre PrERCOACTTCS 
frie menereest Lers @b1,) AromG REPTILE THAT 
‘OUT OF HERE FAST! ExISTED ON ERIM A HONORED) 


AND PIETY MILLION. 
YEARS AED} 


WHA Tv ws A ROE LANDING, 
BUT THESE WADE Ake MEAN WOVE, 
“GOH 10 GET OUT FAT WHERE 

Wve cx! Use OUR GUNS! 


THERES A CAVE ~GET AG. 
css 86 95u Gi) AND WELL 
MONE ARUN FORT sh 


LOK HELD OUT!, WE. STRANGE ~ALTHOUGH 
FOR Tas Cave WE'D) SCIENTIS BELIEVE BIRDS. 


{ys 


A 


LD Ee |(Galiee ——4 
AND STAY IN THE ~_ZAk. PTERODACT. THAT? sounds J pacensuy aneiié 
‘ ME PTEROERCT. 


(EMBTY! 1 FORGOT TO RELORD 


AFTER THE PTEROOACT. 


T PRACTICALLY EMPTIED MY 


WHAT A MONBTERETLE 
NEVER BE CAUGHT 
iT AN EMT 
IFLE AGAIN 


=e 


SS ri ww rere 
NO WONDER THERE | | OISCOURKGE ANY FURTHER 


[cre OawnieD CLEAR AND COLD ASHE TWO 


DOWNED PILOTS GTARTED THE LONG TREK BACK 


TO THE SPACESHIPIS BASE. 
AT LEAGT THAT) YEAM...F GOMETHING L] 


\ See avy PLACE FOR THE, 
SHIP TO LAND SO Wit 


neu means) 
Fanless wa 


WHEW NEVE GOT TO Via pir sHsey 


WATCH OUR STEP ON THIS 


[GRAGPED THE MAN AND ENFOLDED HIM WITH GTRELLMR SP 


PLANET X..EVERYTHING 
(MEET WANTS TO 
us! 


FAST AND FIND A 


[ALL DAY THEY STRIGELED THROUGH THE DENGE JUNGLE 


RAD Just BUILDRIG A LARGE Fife FORA BEACONGTIE TWO MEN 
5 MUNCHED ON EMERSENCY Ra 


THIS JUNGLE BEFORE IT GE 


WWD BETTER REACH THE END OF Y sees 


ark.) GET 
THINNER. 

MY secre were 

EA 1zanine oven 


HEE LOOG OPEN COUNTRY! A THEY 
(GOOD! NOW WE CAN CALL THE 
‘SHIP TO COME AND GET Us! 


BE ABLE T 
THEORY OF THE 
UNIVERSE To YoU. ) 


Panty corcture | rae soeceamtemane || Rees SeeeaEE 
ALONG HE LONG PO MAS PROJECTS TO SPEED CONSTRUCTION OF 


PRodsCT ts UNDER Wav! | nmeienn Demnte se nee tsi 


Saree 


sarees 


200 mies —— 


BELOW HERE 
pore f 


SARTH SATELLITE; FILLED WITH 
SINENTS TO RECORD COSMIC RAY 
EFFECTS AND OTHER GAACE DATA WILL BE 
[ces Lever r 


THIN TWO YEARS. THe RESULTS OF 
ALTITUDES OF MORE THAN 250 MILES. PATRICK AiR 


iS MOMENTOUS PROJECT WILL CERTAINLY LEAD 
TD MANS CONQUEST OF SPACE FIRST THEEARTH 
2) | HEIGHTS ATTAMED BY A PROTED JET PLANE aH T, THE NOON, THE AAA; ANID 
FORDE GAGE IN FLORIDA ALSO 1G CARRE/ING ON AND BY UNMEDDED MLT-STIGE ROOETS SHEL Whig KAGMEY WiLL AN EVER REACH 
WMORDNT GUIDED MIESLE PROJECTS WO 1956. THE STARS? 


(FROM THEIR HOME PLANET, EARTH, 


STHE FIRST PLANET WE LANDED ON WAS A’GREAT DEAL. 


[THe NEXT ONG WAG ERIVELOPED iA MANTLE OF | 
METHANE GAG AND AMMONIA CRYSTALS AE te 
(OUR PLANET JUPITER 


THAT GAG 1S DEADSY 


WE WILL NOT 
ATTEMPT TO 


METEOR SLANWED DOWAIIN/A PLANING CRAGH 
IGHT WHERE OUR SHP HAD BEEN FRRXED!* 


IRET STEP Ih OUR. CONQUEST OF SPACE Wi. 
“THE LAUNCHING OF AN EARTH SATELLITE 
"ADOUT THE SIZE OF A BAGKETHALL. PILED 
(WITH NSTRAAMEN TT SATELLITE Wake FURQISM 
IFORMATION TO MELP US BUILD A MANNED 
SPACE STATON FROWN WHICH TO EXPLORE. THE 


RELY ALWAYS KEEPS ONE SIDE TOWARD THE 
LON THIS BRIGHT SIE THE TEMPERATURES ARE 


OT ENOUGH MELT LEAD GOT). DE DARK SOE 
‘enpensnuee 


MERCURY SA DEAD WORLD, 
wrTHOUT, COLOROR WEATHER. 


ey 


Ras 


FSS 


LARGEST OF THESE, 1B ALMOST THE SIZE OF MARS. 
‘ONE MOON ROTATES IN THE OPPOSITE DIRECTION 
| FROM THE OTHERS ANO FROM ALL THE PLANETS INL 


ee a 


‘GREAT DISTRAICE FROM UG.VERY LITTLE IS KNOWN 


‘ABOUT THESE PLANETS: URANUS (WUD NEPTUNE: 
APPEAR GREEN IN COLOR INTHOUT MARKS: 


(ONCE CALLED THE*OARK PLANET,“ PLLFTO'S 


(COLOR 16 GTEL UNKOWN. 


ECE ERC KEEPS 


RaooLeTe SER, met Co On 
2516. BETWEEN THE Tw (A STP ADOT TWENTY Ras) 


THE SUNS RAS $0 BraSIY THAT ME 
‘CADIOT OSSERVE TTS GUACE. 


SORE EXPERTS GAD IT WR ASO: 
cre i al 


RCN, OMS 1 


WE DONT SEE ANY 
WILLE RE NO KORE 


APPROACH ALONG ITS BLIPTICAL.O8B'T) BUT NOW 
We GE THE MARTIAN "CANALS 


\4-650,000 MILES DIGTANT AT RARG! NEAREST 


THAT WERE Fat 


[AS OUR SPACESHIP APPROACHES MARS WEFIND 
THERED PLANET'S ATNOSPHERIC "BLAMCET"ONLY 
ABOUT FIFTY MLEG IM CEPTR.. WE CIRCLE THE 
PLANET, SLOWING COWN 10 LAND AN OBGERYE VAGT, 
ARO DESERT PLAINS STRETCHING NIC THE OISTANCE| 


(EY ARE IRRIGATION DITCHES, ARE THERE 

TIAN CEG AND VILLAGES WITHIN THE 

POSSIBLE. BANDG OF VEOBTATION LINING 
THOSE WATERWAYS: 


WE SEM ER ONE OF MARS’ RALAR CAPS. IT 
(@ GOVERED WITH SNOW BUT ONL TO A DEPTH 

EA FEN FEET, NOT LUKE CARTHS KE CAPS BUT 
WE REALIZE THERE 16 WATER ON MARS EVEN 
THOUGH THREE: FOURTH OF (15 SURFACE 1s DEGERT, 


DUR RADIO MAN GENDS A MESS! 

EARTH WHCH TAKES FOUR MINUTES ANO 

TWENTY GECONOG TO TRA THE OSTAKCE 

(ROUGHLY 55000 000 MES AWAY AT ITE. 
NEAREET API 75000000 MLE 
Cia 


FARG Wt CLOLEST TD EARTY EARLY N SEPTEMBER OF] 
ILL AGAIN COME. CLOeETO BART 


HAVE ESTABLISHED A TELESCOPE 
16 MOON THAT WILL REVEAL THE 


7 RAE NOT ONC TARUARY, i THAT 


BOT WHEN TE Hea PE [ re ra [esas cowenae wen ATRGRED Yo WscoheE, reCONERSIG 
he FOUND To Be ONY ABO MLES woe! eNeE t cTeROGs BECAWE EAGIER AHO HOME AD NORE WERE CHARTED. 
Wi 100 SHALL TBE USTED AB A PANE TW 


Ly THREE, SOME COME: 
HERMES, ONLY ONE WILE IN DAWETER, Wie: ANORGT THAT 
MILES OF EARTH 


[oR was hes camcniewic UpvEAIAL Caen By 
Ge ON THT PLANET! OUR SEEN TICNS 


ey aL stoner 


IJUCTER 


The Giant Planet of | Ame tt 
Our Solr Sytem \ | "itcice ra sel seer ecenitese | |finewrtemcs mas 
ee ie Sy SSS Ree 


Bre ciest craw-canzyns Rocker su isReacy 
Wo Be ALNGHEDIIs DESTINATION. THE MGONE 
Yes OF RESEARCH THOUSANDS OF Test ROCKETS 
Nb Bittions oF DOLLARS Wave Been EXPENDED 
TO MAKE TH FIRST ATIEMOT PoselGLe- De FTE 
FALL MAKEN WAY WELL DEPGHO On =" 
SuceESS. THE DATE IS JULY 41h, 20871 


"his YOU KNOW, THiS tS A THREE 
|Stce ROCKET. YOU MEN wit. GE 


YOU REALIZE YOU MAY NcVER 
(86 ABLE TO RETURAI TO EARTH? 
AROUND TRIP SPACE ROCKET 15, 
STILL IN THE BLUEPRINT STASE 

If YOU WNT TO BACK OUT, 

NOW 15 THE TE 
To SAY 80. 


WE ARE HOPRIG THE 

[MOON CAN BE MADE INTO 
‘A BASE FOR EVENTUAL 
COLONIZATION OF THE 
PLANET MARS: 


GOPPUES WiC BE SENT TO YOU, (THE BLAST-OFF FOUOWED THis LAST BRIEFS. WITHINIA Faw 
REGULARLY BY RADIO CONTROLLED \ SECONDS THE NOSE SECTION HAD BEEN JETTISONED, THEN THE 
ROCKET MISSILES. YoU wilt Be ABLE | FIRST AND SECOND ROCKET STAGES NAD EXPENOED THEIR FUEL | 
" CONTRO THEI LANDING ON THE A RID THE THIRD STAGE WAG i FREE FLIGHT TOMARD THE MOON. 
MOOR WITH YOUR SET. We WL. CONTACT 
You EVERY CRY AT 0300 GREENWICH 
MEAW TE BY RADIO.GOOD LUCK. 
(PERHAPS IN AFEW YEARS WE 
MOY SHAKE HANDS AGA, 


Wile Bacon caer. PL 
en now Peace mo FIGHT! E OONT 
Ronen remeron co ee AL 


[RTABOUT TEN OURS THE ROCKET SP Wi REACHED 
“THE MOON, APPRONIMATELY 237000 MILES FROM. 
EARTHTHE NOSE ROGKETS SLOWED THE FALL AND THE 


FIRST HUMANS LANDED ON LIN 
lGue AT TEMeTs 1 SABOTAGE TH 


Bein estaauisned UNTL We 
‘ARE READY TO DO Yom 
IT OURSELVES. 


aie 
scerrien 
Cam (mee. [i 
Nyt Ly a ania 
ie eee Pea = “eae 


THEY THOUGHT, 


[NTE MEANTIME, LETS \yOuRE RopNG 
|coutecr Same Rocks AND) 10 PROVE THE 
| Fino our ie THe magn THEORY THAT 
1S REALLY COMPOSED OF) EARTH AND. 
THE SANE MATERIGUS ) NOON WERE 
AS EARTH IOM'S GOMS / ONCE ONE 


aS 


“GRICE THE TENPERATURE VERE ONTHE 
JOON MIGHT DROP To BELOW Z=R0 245 
Decrees DURNS Ms TWO WEEK MEH, 


TEMPERATURE. | 
PEGIATED SPRCE 
TRACTOR ON THE 


TP 


Oh me year 2057, me rest successruL Lay 
‘Ch THE MOON WAS MADE.THE THREE PONGERS se 
UP THEIR PLASTIC AIRDOMES INSTALLED THEIR ATOMIC 
'CNGINES FOR OXYGEN AND POWER ANID WERE READY 
TO BEGIN THEIR EXPLORATIONS. 


WAY'S RIGHT. MANY EARTH SCIENTISTS | 

meat Te EARTH WEN EST PORNO 

|W rua ar me pote eecnue or re 
Seo Pure NTA 


7 eavieve Tere nosy Be 

SOMETHING 7O THAT THEORY, 
BECAUSE THE MOON Is 

A STL MOVING AWAY 


WELL FEED 


ay Hw rus! J 
wy, 


THREE-MAN CREW WAG BEEN ROCKETED TO 
THE NOON To ESTABLISH A GAGk Fort FUTURE 
‘COLONIZATOAL SUPPLIES ARE SENT TO THEM BY ROCKET 
FROM BARTH. THEY HAVE JUST RECEIVED A 
‘SEALED:CABI, ATOMIC POWERED TRACTOR. 


"veh Te MOGHS CRATER-PITTED, MOUNTAINOUS 
‘SURFACE. THEY FOLLOWED THE WINDING VALLEVE 
BE TWREN HIGH CLIFFS AND SKIRTED AROUND DEEP, | 
YAWNING CRATERS 
[iow cox ar rua 
HOLE! rr MUST Be 
THOUSANDS OF 


FE: ‘A WEEK THE TRACTOR ROCKED Ano GirTweRED | 


10 WAVE BEEN 
AROUND WHEN THAT 
OUMPLE Wa MACE! 


LIVE II THIS LAND. 
YACHT FOR MONTHS!) 


TOOK AT TWAT FLAT PLAN? 
WHAT A PLACE FOR A BASE 
Trg it THE TWILIGHT 
ZON6, 100. 
PLACE MUST BE 
REGULARLY BOMBARDED 
BY me Tooke DOESNT 
LOOK SAFE TO me. 


THis EARTH -SIDE HALE 
THE MOON 5 TOO HoT BUF 
THE DAY AND 00 COLD 


THE" TWILIonT" 
ZONE MIGHT BE| 


[ive men roinvemia..wy woauoer 
(Tee SMART TO BUILD ABACE UNDER| 
‘eoUNOY ONE OF THESE DOEP daad 


couse sere You've 
| bese 0. Teel ty wou | 
fb Nowany terion 

4 FA tas 


a: 
Ea — 


i 


2 


NvESTCATING. 
eur LeT's 
EAT FST! 


TT WAS MY IDEA, SOUL BE THE OWA, DOWN HE SLID.THE SOFT PUWERDED SES 
(OF THE CRATER CASCADING COWN WITH HM. | 


"ACCORDS TO THE UNITED NATIONS AGREE 
MENT ALLOWING OUR COUNTRY TO CLAIM. 
THE MOON AS TTS-TERRITORY, WE MUST 
ESTABLISH & PERMANENT BASE WITHIN 
"AYEAR FROM 
cum annie.) AnD FOUR MONTHS 
Hive ALREADY GONE 
Gy WITH NO RESULT! 


EY CANT Say 
we 
i 


a) 


DST Tes eu 
000 ENoUSH WE" ay 
GOT 10 BEGIN sHowine ) RIGHT! BEFORE] 


RESULTS! 


AA | Serer 
Eien wel | Shasta Pees aco 
SOLER ALSO TH POSSI. YIP ANO TER roe 
Ce RETEORS HITTING THE SURFACE.) Treyat'ine | PPHEY!LOOG AT THE SIZE OF 
C Seeosite 3 2 
ea 


TB FAN 7 
FIFTY MILES ACROSS. = 


‘SOME OTHER 

COUNTRY GETS 

"THE JUMP J 
oN US 


KEEP GOWG THIS LOOKS, 
PROMISING. THE TREADS ARE 
GRIPPING ENOUGH TO PROVE 

WE CAN GET OUT ASAI go 


ITS A LONG way 


EAN THE BOTTOM, WEVE 
FOUND OUR GOAL. 


Gown! LeT"« HOPE 
WE DON'T RUN TO 
ASOFT PIT. 


THEY FOLLOWED THE SMOOTH SLOPING CRACK DOWN FOR] 
(At LEAST TWO MILES BELOW THE SURFACE OF THE 
CARTER. THEY CAME TOA SHARP BEND. AND SUCDEMY. 


LETS GET 
DGHTS AO rvs a custeRRancANy 
CAVERN = 


LOOK! WHATEVER HIT TO. 

MAKE THIS CRATER LEFT 

R’cone STANOING IN THE 
‘MIDDLE OF IT! 


fed p10 Twas LooKs, 

BB. ice (Cel on THE 

TROON? IMPOSSIBLE! 

Lye oxyeen| {A PERMANENT BAGE CAN BE BUT 
STAT CAVERN WITH AN AIR-LOCK 


TT MEANS THAT THERE STULL = OxyGEN 


[irs ice ALL RienT— PROBABLY MILLIONS 
[OF YEARS OLD.-THE MOON UNDOUBTEDLY fl | Lockeo In Tis AGE-OLD ICE AND THESE 
ANCIENT STALACTITES. THERE MUST "AT THE ENTRANCE 
ALSO BE ICE BURIED ELSEWHERE FAR THERE Must 
BBE Mone CAVERNS LIKE 
THAT ONE, EUREKA: 


‘ONCE HAD AN AIMOSPNERE BLIT LOST, 
Fron ACGOUNT OF pr 
AND THIS ICE WAS 
FORMED AT THAT TWE! 
arisen! tere ser ur) 
A | 


WELL ENLARGE 


TahTH HE ENTRANCE ENAREED, (WE Gor moe PcuRED OUT HERE: 
NEAVy AlR-Lock DOOR, THIS Wick ISHOULD BE ENOUGH OXYGEN LOCKED IN 
THIS OLD ICE TO LAST FORYEARS.ITCAN) 
BE RELEASED EASILY, 
‘OF COURSE TEN] 
Wy BREATHABLE -¢ THE COLONY WON 
"BE DEPENDENT ON 
EARTH FORGE 


oI one ts THe 


RY Ar carey 


Wns orscoveeon cecpoave tenenrn one oF 
“NE MOONS CRATERS, Ne THREE EXPLORERS FROM 
EARTH BEGAN SETTHIO UPA PERMANENT Base 

INTHE LARDEST OF THE CAMBER 


THis |CB DRILL 1S DOWN A. 


ees aczae. 


“THE GUAKE, PROBABLY CAISED BY AROOK FAULT 
DEEP INTHE MOONS INTERIOR, LASTED ONLY A FEW 
MINUTES BUT O10 MUCH DAMAGE 1 THE BARRACKS. 


[WELL TARTS 17 FELLons. THE Top BRASS, 
hk 


J walr! welt neo OUR, 
HELMETS. THE ARs 
NEARLY GONE ! 


Press exowonns on THe Moon ARE CHECKING 
“THE DAMAGE To THEIR QUARTERS CAUSED 
‘VA seve NOoNRIAKE 


RST PROBLEM 
TO. GET MORE SUPPLIES 
ROW EARTH AND 
REPAIR THE 


RIOR, THE MOON a 


joo is SUBJECT ToSuCH 
SHOCKS WHY HAVEN'T 
EARTH ASTRONOMERS 
RECORDED THEM? 


TO TAKE CVER-THE LANDING OF THE EARTH 
“SUPPLY ROCKET WITH THEIR. REMOTE 


CAN'T SEE THE ROCKET 
YET BUT IT's DUE ANY 
‘MINUTE NOW. A 


(Some nin 
Pa (sree! eave cone. 
Ni irs re robo! 


Ba 


FLAT SHES 


HOW ABOUT THE 
NEXT ROCKET? WED. 
‘BETTER LAND THAT ONE 
IN ONE PIECE OR 
WE'LL REALLY BE 
INA BAD WAY! 


TITHE MEANTIME WELL, 
JUST HAVE TO TIGHTEN 


a: OO AND REPAIR THE 
MCONGUAKE DARAGE 
OMe Bree ne oe 
Mey ‘coer ween JA 
Se, ee | 


[rome nce 
| fee wine 


1 GREW J YOUR GARDEN? wi ARE 
Teen 2 you rapbne fo Sout 


[AND WHEN THE MEAL WAS SERVED. 
‘BOv! THIS MUST BE REALLY 
SOMETHING ~A COVERED 


WHERE ON THE | 
MMOON O10 YOU. 


oS 
Sis 


+ 


T.CANT GET OVER TT-OUR 
OWN FRESH FRUIT AND 


17S One ANeweR 10 ne 
FOOD PROBLEM. .PARTICULARLY| 


WHILE YOU GLUTTONS ARE SPOON) 
IN THOSE VEGETABLES LL-TELL YOU 
MY SECRET —1 GREW THOSE IN MY 


(GaOwais VEGETABLES WI GHEMEALE Re CLE| 
WYOROPOHCS YOU UE A METAL BOK Fat 
BAER WIth ANC) SAWCusT OR PEAT MOa5, 
OR GRAVEL RANT YOUR SEEDS,ALO 
‘CREAMCALS AND WATCH Tn GROW 


CHEANICAL GARDEN. THE STUFF T 
NEEDED WAS SENT TO MEON 
‘ONE OF THE ROCKETS FROM 

EARTH.COME ON, 
VLE SHOW YOU, 


VECOTABLES RIGHT HERE. <f. ON OESOLATE PLACES LIKE THIS. 


Y Sure BEATS EATING FOOD 
‘CAPSULES ORY AFTER DAY, 
‘NOW WEE CAN TELL: 
EARTH WERE READY 
WELCOME COLONIGTS| 

PON THE Maen! 


Te PROBLEM OF CONSTRUCTING 


‘A SHIP THAT CAN RETURN SAFELY TO 
EARTH ISA TOUGH ONE. SHOOTING A 
ROCKET TO THE MOON Whe COMPARATIVE 
ERSY.GETING 


BARREN Nun 


“THE LOND DELAY IN PERFECTING. 

'A SPACESHIP CAPABLE OF LAND 
ING ON THE MOON AWO RETURN 
thie 70 EARTH IS A GROWING 


TROT LONG AFTER THOSE FIRST EXPERIMENTS A ROGET 
Waa SUCCERSFULLY SHOT THAT ACTUALLY LANDED ON THE 
MOON. ALL DO WA SPLAGH A iG PATCH Cr BLUE DYE ON, 
THE MOONS SURFACE, BUT IT 


“oe 


5 


GETTING A manned RocKaT YIM 
ISAPELY BACK TOEARTH 1S STIL 
THE BIG PROBLEM, 
terri? YEs—mosny 
BECAUSE OF CARTS 
AUROSPHERE. THAT 


NYE Sit chs 


TONE SLIGHT ERROR GENT MEN AND MATERIAL 
Mimrunis no SPACE To PALL EVENTUALLY INTO 
THE SUN ORCRAGH BACKONTOEARTH: | 


[aarienams 


TAT LAST WE'LL 
ESTABLISH A REAL 


TH EROEWVEVOPMIEN T@O FRIEEs 


+ 


bby Wiliam F. Hallstead 


Frankly, Lieutenant Kris, the reason why 
we asked you to apply for two weeks of ac- 
tive duty isn't to meet your Air Force Re. 
serve training requirements at all.” 

‘Colonel Shipley leaned back in his desk 
chait and motioned total, dark-haired Ever- 
ett Kris. “Sit down, Lieutenant, 've got a 
special assignment for you." 

Ey Kris had received a letter from the Ait 
Force a week ago. "You are hereby requested 
Yo make immediate application for 9 two- 
week tour of active duty,” it had read, Ev 
Knew he had already met all of his Air Force 
Reserve taining requirements. But something, 
about the way the letier was written made 
hhim answer the request. Seven days later, he 
landed his cream and ted Piper Pacer at neat= 
by Paramore Aieport and reported to Colonel 
Mansfeld Shipley, the stocky, gray-browed. 
‘commander of Cape Jonas Missile Test Cen- 
ter on the eastern shore of Virginia 

Colonel Shipley studied the slender first 
Sieutenant seated before him. “Kris, Security 
says you're the man for the job. They tell me 
‘you run a detective agency back in Chicago,” 

T'm afraid | haven't been told much about 

the job, Colonel.” Ev said, “Can't your reg 
recisely what E thought at fist, Kris. But 
‘something's really gone wrong with our se 
‘curity. I've assigned half a dozen men—good 
mento this thing. Not a one of them got 
to fit base. It's eur opinion that somebody 


has access to our files and knows who 


security agent is a8 soon as we assign him 10 
the case 


‘But won't the 


re thing happen with 


ve called you in myself on sheer hunch 
and hope.” Colonel Shipley sald, “1 knew 
your old C. ©, overseas, and he thought 


[ican Prove ory conPARING THINGS THAT LIVE ON EARTH 
‘UNDER COUDTTONS NEARLY IDENTICAL TO THOSE WE KNOW 
[EXIST ON MARS. FOR EXAMPLE... 


‘DURING THE TWO WEEKS OF NGNT AT MOON RAGE, 

WHEN OUNES ARE FEW, THEORIES ABOUT LIFE. 

[EXISTING ON OTHER. PLANETS ARE DISCUSSED 
BY THE CREW. 


PHERE, CE CAPS AT/TS POLES, WATER PROM MELTING ICE 
DURING IIS SUMMER AND GREEN VEGETATION, 


THEREARE DEGERT AREAS ON EARTH THAT HAVE 
SIMILAR CONDITIONS, AND THINK OF THE PLANTS 
‘AND CREATURES iN THE DESERT. 


Ir Gives: 
YOU SOMETHING 
TO THINK ABOUT! 


THERE SHE TS. A COMPLETE 
CHEMICAL PLANT READY 10.) AND ITONLY 
PRODUCE AS MUCH ROCKET / TOOK USA FEW 
FUEL AS NEEDED, RIGHT “S\ MONTHS TO 
AT THE ENTRANCE ToOuR ) ‘SeT IT UP! 
UNDERGROUND BASE. 


[ON THE HOON WAS A MOST IMPORTANT 
OSCOVERY BY THE THREE MOOM 
EXPLORERS SINCE BORON tS AVITAL 
INGREDIENT IN ROCKET FUEL. 
PREFABRICRTED SECTIONS OFA CHEANICAL | 
PLANT TO MANUFACTURE FUEL FROM (aaa ee, RR, 
BORON WERE ROCKETED 10 THENOON =o THE MOON'S LIGHT GRAVITY. 


FROW EARTH HEADQUARTERS: - WE COULD NEVER HAVE HANDLED 


WIN A FEW MORE MONTHS THEAIRST | [WHEN THE Swi REACHES THE MODIS GRAVITATIONAL] | ...AND USING [7s ROSKETS FoR BRAKES 


TANIDS SAFELY ON THE MOON 


EUR are oe | (Maoeae ee 
: : 


LOOK AT THAT 
| |arsy ser reece 


THEY DON'T HAVE 10. 


RE LATE! 

AN ADEQUATI 

REGULAR MOON TR 

EARTH AND BACK ARE NOW _) MAROONE 
“SCHEDULED. pC HERE! 


as? a y 


DON'T CHEER YET. 
HAVE A HUNCH THE 
MORE TO THIS 


YOU'RE RIGHT. HEADQUARTERS HAS THATS ABOUT rT-THE TOP BRASS Y Th THIS SHIP. 175 ALL EQUIPPED 
DECIDED THE MOON IS 70 BE THE BASE FIGURE YOU'RE CONDITIONED FOR WITH EVERYTHING YOU'LL NEED. 
POR FURTHER SPACE FLIGHTS: ANO AMR | GETTING ALONG ONSTRANGE sage | EXCEPT FUEL WHICH YOUVE GOT 
SINCE YOU THREE Tb nix PLANETS SO YOUR NEXT 
Ait D. AESIGNMENT 15 MARS 
WE'RE PICKED F] 
FOR THE 308! 


cur Be AI 
INTERESTING. V] 


NOW THATWE CAN MAKE. YES, THEY'RE 
ROCKET FUEL HERE ON TH 
‘NOON, EARTH WiLL BE 


PLasiuinis REGUAR 
‘SENSING MORE AND MORE 


lat 
~ 


uot co-Kor 


reo rcsee oe) eee 


went We LieKeD 


} 


“Bhic 1s Across secon oF THe SPACESHIP IN WHICH THE 
“THREE MEN WILL ATTEMPT A VOYAGE TO THE PLANET MARS. 


CANT TELL A SUP A 


ey Ms SHELL LET'S 
GO ABOARD ANID sek JN 
WHAT SHE'S GOT 


BiSGER THAN THE )™ 


‘NOSE CONE We 


[THEyHOLDA BRIEFING SESSION WITHTHE] | YOU HAVE PLENTY oF FOOD ON, 
NEW BASE COMMANDER WHO HAD BROUGHT] | BOARD. YOU'LL HAVE TOBE 
“THEIR ORDERS FROM EARTH. CAREFUL WITH WATER. YOUR 
THis IS STRICTLY ATEST FUBL SHOULD TAKE YOUTO 
| FLIGHT. you ARE NoT 70 


ATTEMPT ALANDING gg” CIRCLE THE 


RETURN TO THIS. 


"Bhic eee moon EXPLORERS HAVE BEEN RELIEVED ‘won't TAKE TOO 
BY ACKOUP FROINEARTH. low THEY ARE READY (nul FUELTO GET 
‘TO TAKE THE NeW SPACESHIP ON AN ATTEMPTED 

VOYNGE TOMARS 


ALL SECURE ON BOARD- READY AFTER THE GLASTOFF THE MEN SETTLE 
FOR BLASTOFF...STAND CLEAR OF )) 4 i DOWN TO THE MONOTONOUS ROUTINE OF| 
ROCKET EXHAUSTS. SEE YOU ALL TRAVELING THROUGH SPACE. 


| IN A COUPLE OF YEARS. 


SOLAR SYSTEM... 


TALUTHE PLANETS LIE IN ALMOSTA FLAT PLANE, 

WHEN YOU DRAW A LINE FROMTHE SUN OUT 

BEYOND PLUTO NEARLY ALL THE PLANETS AND 

MOST OF THEIR MOONS WILL PASS WITHIN A 

FEW DEGREES OF THE LINE WHICH IS CALLED 
THE ECLIPTIC! 
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LUT geTuNe — 
URANUS 


VE CALCULATED WHERE ) IRS 
MARS WILL BE WHEN q 
We REACH — 
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‘Taeke Ar TAT 
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WE'D HAVE TWO CHANCES. 
CIRCLE AND WAIT FOR HER 
OR DRIFT INTO SPACE 
FOREVER! 


STURN AROUND AND 
RETURN TO THE 


WOULD TAKE A 
LOT OF FUEL. 


| PULL SLOW Us DOWN TO TAKE THE 
PHOTOGRAPHS AND USE HER SPEED ALONG 
HER. ORBIT TO THROW US BACK INTO 


WELL, WE'RE POINTED 
IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. 
ALL WE CAN DO 
HO-HUM— 
How Issweat ),WOoMUM 


FORA LONG 
WHILE! 


(TOUT. 


SOME DAY SPACE 
TRAVEL WILL BE 
AUTOMATIC AND THE 
PASSENGERS WILL BE 
PUT ON ICE UNTILTHEY 
REACH THEIR 
DESTINATION 


IE SPACESHIP ZOOMS THROUGH THE VOID ON | 
TS JOURNEY TO NARS THE THREE-MAN CREW 
THE LCAK® HOURS READING AND RELAXING. 


Freine 141,600,000 mices 
DISTANT PROM THE SUN IT 
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VAT LEAST WE KNOW THERE IS SOME 
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RELIEVING ME ON 
WATCH! 


‘ONE OF THE MEN CRANLED BACK RTO THEMAZE | [WE'LL HAVE TOLAND AND MAKE FLL BE CLOSE! TILL SHUTOFF 
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DEIMOS! ORBIT. SINCETHE TINY MOON, ONLY FIVE) “GOTTA SET HER j NICE GOING, 
MILES IN DAMETER HAS PRACTICALLY NO 
GRAVITATIONAL PULL THE SHIP WON'T CRASH 
PROVIDED 1S SPEED CAN NEARLY MATCH THAT 
OF THE SATELLITES. 


MARS SURE 
LOOKS BEAUTIFUL 
FROM HERE! 


DAMAGED WE ARE! 
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‘TOUGH Spor. 


S DON'T REALIZE ~. 
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NO~THE SKIPPERS 
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CHANGE IN THE DELICATE 
BALANCE BETWEEN THIS 
CENTRIFUGAL FORCE AND 
‘MARS! GRAVITY COULD 
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